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GLOBAL GATEWAY: EU AID, DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AND PRIVATE SECTOR TO JOINTLY FOSTER 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

The achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 and the Paris Agreement by 

2050 are global challenges that require the commitment and involvement of all countries and 

industries worldwide.  

To address this global challenge, President Von der Leyen launched in late 2021 Global Gateway, 

a powerful EU instrument to mobilise investment for critical transport infrastructure, green 

energy, digitalisation, health, and education and research in partner countries. This investment 

platform is expected to mobilise at least €300 billion in investments between 2021 and 2027 and 

attract the private sector, having a major positive impact in trade, jobs and connectivity in these 

regions and with Europe.  

Global Gateway leverages Europe’s development financing firepower through the “Team Europe” 

strategy and the creation of a common investment platform to channel EU investments where 

they have a more positive and long-lasting impact. The European Commission provides grants 

from the EU Global Europe Instrument, part of which are dedicated to technical assistance for 

project preparation and implementation support. 

To guarantee the success of Global Gateway, there is a need to further invest in project 

preparation, so that more quality infrastructure projects are included in the project pipelines. 

Increasing EU funding for project preparation is essential for the delivery more efficient, well-

dimensioned and policy-aligned investments in partner countries, with the support of qualified 

consulting engineers that apply the quality standards and are well acquainted with the country 

policies, strategies and regulations.  

On the other hand, projects need to respond to a green, digital and inclusive growth policy. To 
achieve this ambitious objective, reliable and comparable sustainability data should be available 
from the early stages to measure and monitor quality, relevance and impact throughout the project 
cycle. This aspect is critical to the credibility of EU investments and to attract the private sector, 
and European consulting engineers can play a major role. 
 
In addition, the Global Gateway investment platform and technical assistance funding needs to be 
transparent and business-friendly to attract private sector participation, by simplifying and 
standarising procedures, as well as providing early information on the development financing 
institution leading each project.  
 
Policy recommendations: 

1. Increase EU technical assistance funds at country level and get the support of consulting 
engineers in the preparation of projects, through service contracts. European Union 
Delegations should coordinate the funding and the project pipelines to ensure that they are 
relevant, and policy aligned.  
 

2. EU-funded consultancy services should include the collection, analysis and integration 
of sustainability-related data in the planning and design, as well as the data monitoring 
during the implementation phase. Consulting engineers can significantly contribute to creation 
and development of a data ecosystem that offers reliable and comparable data throughout the 
project cycle.  

 

3. Information on the approved EU investments through Global Gateway should be easily 
accessible, transparent and constantly updated so that companies, particularly SMEs, can 
easily identify the development financing institution leading each project.  

 

4. Procurement and contracting procedures in Team Europe development financing 
institutions should be streamlined and standarised to facilitate the participation of companies, 
particularly SMEs, in tenders and contracts.  


